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like it?
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But I like 
it this way!





What is QUALITY student work?



What is QUALITYstudent work?



ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
overwhelming majority 
of your artwork is simply 
to teach you how to 
make the small fraction 
of your artwork that 
ǎƻŀǊǎΦέ         

Bayles & Orland, Art & Fear



What is QUALITYstudent work?

What are the QUALITIESof student work?



What does Art Education say about the 

qualities of student work?



ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Ψƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
aesthetic experience, but 
rather the child who grows 
up more creatively and 
sensitively and applies his 
experience in the arts to 
whatever life situations may 
ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΦΩέ 

Viktor Lowenfeld, 1958, quoted in Efland, 
A History of Art Education



Curiosity 

Creativity and 
Innovation

Critical thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication

Collaboration

ENGAGEMENT

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/content/national-core-arts-standards
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/content/national-core-arts-standards


Imagination

Investigation

Construction

Reflection
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Indicators of Imagination, Investigation, Construction, Reflection

Å Envisioning

Å Observing

Å Exploring

Å Practicing

Å Engaging and Persisting

Å Expressing

Å Questioning

Å Reflecting 

Å Connecting



Indicators of:

Å Curiosity 

Å Creativity and Innovation

Å Critical thinking

Å Problem Solving 

Å Communication

Å Collaboration
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Excellent!
Pretty 
Good!

Getting 
there!

Not yet

Planning
Preparation
.

Composition
Arranging on the page
.
.

Shading technique
Consistent lighting source
.

.

Artist Statement
Reflect on your work

Art Rubric - Shading
Name:

Chris



άLŦ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ±L{¦![L½!¢Lhb ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ 
for the activity of assessment, assessment is then 
not about scaling, weighing, ranking, or rating, 
ōǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
experiencing, making and interpreting 
ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎΦέ

Olivia Gude, Skeptical Assessment Society, 2014



Lois Hetland, Ellen Winner, Shirley Veenema, Kim Sheridan

Studio Thinking and 
the Studio Habits of Mind



What does Studio Thinking offer to educators?
.

Studio Thinking offers a lens to observe and assess 
thinking, decision-making, and understandings.

.

The Studio Habits of Mind give teachers a frameworkto 
identify strengths and growth areas, leading to strategies 

that can deepen learner motivation.
.

Studio Thinking provides teachers and students with 
common language to talk about artistic thinking and 

growth with the Studio Habits of Mind. 



DEVELOP CRAFT

Technique

Studio Practice

UNDERSTAND ART 

WORLDS

Domain

Community

EXPRESS

ENVISION

ENGAGE & 

PERSIST

OBSERVE

REFLECT

Question & explain

Evaluate

STRETCH & 

EXPLORE

The 
Studio 
Habits 
of 
Mind



I CAN picture ideas in my mind for my 
artwork.
.

I CAN prepare for my artwork with 
sketches and plans.
.

I CAN decide on next steps by asking, 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦΧ Κέ
.

I CAN let my ideas change as I work. 

Envision: Imagining and Planning
Visualizemultiple possibilitiesfor new work 

and next steps as the work progresses.



I CAN notice details in the 
world around me.
.

I CAN closely view my own 
work to find areas to keep and 
to improve.
.

L /!b ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ 
artworks to get ideas.

Observe: Looking Closely
Take time to see with care.



I CAN take risks to try things I have 
never done before.
.

I CAN play with materials and 
techniques to discover new ways 
of working.
.

I CAN explore concepts to find 
new ways to express my ideas.
.

I CAN use my mistakes to find new 
ideas and to figure out where I 
could change how I work.

Stretch & Explore: Play to Discover
What if you try something different today?



I CAN use art tools and 
materials to practice 
techniques.
.

I CAN use my art-making 
skills to improve my 
artwork.
.

I CAN choose specific 
techniques to express my 
ideas.

Develop Craft: 
Technique

Develop Craft: 
Studio Practice

I CAN take good care of art tools 
and materials.
.

I CAN organize my workspace.
.

I CAN put everything away in the 
right places.
.

I CAN put my work away 
carefully and safely.



I CAN put meaning into my 
artwork by including things 
that are important to me.
.

I CAN communicate my ideas 
through my artwork.
.

I CAN discover the meaning as 
I make my work.
.

I CAN interpret meaning in 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ

Express: Find Meaning
Show others what you think and feel through your artwork. 



I CAN connect with and commit to 
my work.
.

I CAN use my skills to go deeper 
with my art.
.

I CAN stick with my art and 
problem-solve when challenges 
come up.
.

I can manage my time to finish my 
artwork.

Engage & Persist: Make a commitment
When you are inspired, you will stick with your work!



I CAN ask questions about my 
artwork in-progress.
.

I CAN ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ LΩǾŜ 
created my work and envision 
the next steps I want to take.
.

I CAN explain my decisions to 
others and describe what I did.

Reflect: Question 
and Explain

Reflect: 
Evaluate

I CAN reflect on what satisfies me 
and why.
.

I CAN reflect on what bothers me 
and why. 
.

I CAN reflect about how to change or 
improve my work. 
.

I CAN offer helpful comments to my 
classmates about how they could 
change or improve their work.



I CAN connect with other 
artists through their processes, 
techniques, stories, and ideas.
.

L /!b ǳǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŀǊǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
resource for my own work.
.

L /!b ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
my classroom, studios, art 
galleries, museums, and 
online. 

Understand Art 
Worlds: Domain

Understand Art 
Worlds: Communities

I CAN collaborate with classmates to 
share skills and ideas. 
.

I CAN be heard by, learn from, and 
compromise with my classmates on 
works we make together. 
.

I AM a member of my classroom 
artistic community. 
.

I AM a member of the global artistic 
community of all artists.



Motivation
Motivation is the engine of all genuine learning. Without 
ƛǘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ άǎǘƛŎƪǎΦέ

Hogan, Hetland, Jaquith & Winner. Studio Thinking from the Start



²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜǎ ŘƛǎŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ 
students to initiate new work, take risks, and explore new ideas. 



STUDENT MOTIVATION

EXTRINSIC INTRINSIC
ÅPlease a teacher or other adult
ÅMeet a deadline
ÅEarn a reward or grade
ÅExhibition
ÅDevelop a portfolio
ÅMake a gift for someone else

ÅPlay with materials
ÅPractice to improve a skill
ÅWork with a friend
ÅDesire for an object, toy or game
ÅCommunicate an idea or share 

knowledge and interests
ÅChallenge self
ÅCuriosity!



Caring ĄMotivation

Motivation ĄEngagement

Engagement ĄPersistence

Persistence ĄArtistic Thinking 

Artistic Thinking ĄQuality 



Kids learn to chase 

the quality of their work.

Lois Hetland

Student Purposes



Students learn to identify 

the purposes of their work

Play and explore

Practice to improve

Self-Challenge

Revisit outside interests and past art experiences

Make a functional object

Make a gift

Communicate 



Play with new 
techniques to see 
what happens



Learn new skills from a friend / Teach a friend



Practice to improve technical skills



Communicate 
a personal 
value



Make a functional object: vessel, toy or game



Expand 
understandings 
about areas of 
interest through 
artmaking



Revisit past ideas



Self-challenge in 
kindergarten



Self-
challenge 
in 3rd grade



Studio Thinking 
in the Classroom



Introduce Studio Habits explicitly



Remind students 
when they are 
using a Studio 
Habit of Mind.

SHoMTable Reminders by 
Roni Rohr, teacher



Envision
Stretch & 
Explore

Students write 
what they 
envision for 
their work 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ά²Ƙŀǘ 
LŦέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ



Evaluate 
art 
media



Develop Craft
Express

Students analyze 
techniques by 
describing how they 
might use the 
technique in their 
own work.



Talk About the Work
Frequent conversations about the work support 
students as they internalize and achieve quality in 
their work.  
ÅPair-shares
ÅGallery Walks and Critiques
ÅArtist Statements
ÅStudent-teacher interviews
ÅVisits to in-school exhibits



Pair Share

Talking 
about an 
artwork 
with a 
classmate



Finished 
Artwork
Gallery Walks


